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The series of historical novels and autobiographies written by Krlea over a period of approximately
forty years focus on his own life and the lives of his friends and colleagues, including Djilas, Tepes,
and Miodrag Mutibarić, a young social democratic high school teacher. Krlea acknowledges the help
of his collaborators and the fact that he deliberately refrained from maintaining a consistent
authorial presence across the works. From a post-communist point of view, each work is incomplete
and thus potentially contains contradictory elements. Yet they provide only a partial and
fragmentary view of Krlea and his personality, partly because of the finality of the immediate
political circumstances in which each is written and partly because many of the texts emerge from
the recesses of Krlea's memory, which is not sufficiently stimulated by his political circumstances in
the post-war period to foster his recollections or to facilitate the composition of his stories.
Nevertheless, the numerous references to the past writings of Krlea (and other authors), along with
the ever growing body of his published and unpublished work from archives in different Yugoslav
cities, are an important resource for the historian. Furthermore, each text can be used to illuminate
the personality, the politics, and the circumstances of the particular author (Dedinac, Mutibarić,
Miodrag, Tepes, Djilas). As texts that focus on the human condition, Krlea's works and those of his
collaborators can also be used to illuminate the sociopolitical, existential, and ideological situation in
the 1945–70 period, especially when the texts are read in the context of the historiographic debates
in which they were written and published (Dedinac, Miodrag, Mutibarić, Tepes, Djilas).
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With the growth of mass consumption and the coming of the socialist and communist regimes, the
subjection of the majority to the existing class structure of a centralized, state-controlled economy

transformed the nature of consumption in these societies. 77 It became less about the consumption
of cheap goods, and more about the consumption of goods that would facilitate the acquisition of the
necessities and consumables of everyday life, such as clothes, food, housing, and fuel. The material

expansion of the state apparatus in the socialist bloc, combined with ever increasing economic
bureaucratization, transformed consumption both in quantity and content, thereby more closely

resembling the consumption of the Nova klasa: it became more monotonous and alienated and of a
trivial nature. The state and the domestic and foreign products of industry became the preferred and
most visible signifiers of status. The Nova klasa described a new class in a new society; its members
were the people who possessed the social and cultural tokens that conferred the right to access the

power of consumption (ilsa 1970 : 66). In the realm of literary criticism, then, it seems a
contradiction for both sides to deny the political dimension of the Conflict and not acknowledge that
it was ostensibly committed and meant to contribute to a revolution that was in earnest. As a matter
of fact, in the late 1950s and early 1960s, the Conflict was still a revolutionary art journal. Articles on

the Conflicts initial phase, by the likes of Lukacs, Lukacsova, and Maarevi are legion, describing
Zaum s commitment to a project of social justice. 78 However, in terms of its political-literary

content, Zaum embodied both the revolutionary perspective of the Dzigaylovista and the Nova klasa
form of novel-criticism. Therefore, it is no wonder that the journals reacted bitterly to Zaum s debut
as a literary journal and the critic, Ilja Suhonen, characterized it as an attempt of a subversive group

to usurp the Rugao (Suhonen 1956). 5ec8ef588b
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