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crack spreads are defined as the difference between prices between crude oil and petroleum products,
like gasoline. the push for tougher criminal penalties for people convicted of using crack has triggered a
number of changes in terms of the characteristics of crack-cocaine offenders which the criminal justice
system must take into account. the age and gender of the defendants, the amount of substance, the
amount of the substance (as measured by the amount of 'base' material), the amount of time in prison,
the sentence imposed and the amount of time served. while the public-health message on drugs has
focused on the dangers of cocaine, it should have also highlighted other forms of drug use, like
marijuana, which shares similar pharmacological properties to crack, but has been overlooked by
researchers. crack and powder cocaine are essentially the same thing except for the price, availability
and their cultural association. the government should publicize the fact that cracking cocaine does not
automatically mean you are a bad person. despite the fact that the sentencing disparity is higher for
crack users, even though the forms of cocaine is probably very similar, overall arrests for cocaine are
roughly equivalent in both powder and crack users. this statistic was recently challenged by the president
of the national organization of black owned media, who stated that the real 18:1 disparity ratio is much
larger, while ignoring the fact that the black arrest rates for crack are much higher than powder cocaine.
although black men are six times as common as white men in prison, whites make up 12.3% of the us
population, while blacks make up 40.3% of all people in prison, according to a recent report from the us
department of justice.
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